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He strikes, his mind at every stroke a hit;
sips at facility, and keeps a case of it.
And he has whimsy, yes, to salt his wit;
but faith — alas, the lad hath not a bit.
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Christmas Morning in Rumford, 2012

As though the children's wishes made last night
could carry weight to freight the clouds in rising
(so many trained not to expect too much

by recent outcomes), in response the least

to claim the name of snow has settled on

the landscape of this Christmas, barely white.






